BATTERY DANCE COMPANY New York
Jonathan Hollander, Artistic Director

Mike Riggs, Lighting Supervisor

Dancers:  

Kyla Ernst-Alper, Lauren Alzamora, Bafana Solomon Matea, Stevan Novakovich, Sean Scantlebury, Lydia Tetzlaff

THE PROGRAM

Zero…Two...Blue…Heaven…Seven  (1999)

Choreographer:
Jonathan Hollander

Composer:  

Frank Carlberg

Poetry:  

Robert Creeley

Costumes:  

Aaron Mastin

Lighting:  

Pat Dignan and Barry Steele

Dancers (in order of appearance):  Bafana Solomon Matea, 




Kyla Ernst-Alper, Sean Scantlebury, Lydia Tetzlaff, 




Stevan Novakovich, Lauren Alzamora

Pause

Mother Goose (2000)  
Choreographer:  
Jonathan Hollander
Composer:  

Frank Carlberg
Poetry:  

Kenneth Rexroth
Costumes:  

Miche.Kimsa
Lighting:  

Pat Dignan & Barry Steele

Dancers: 

Lauren Alzamora, Kyla Ernst-Alper, 




Stevan Novakovich, Bafana Solomon Matea,




Sean 
Scantlebury, Lydia Tetzlaff

Each of six chapters takes place in an adult world, sharing with its juvenile counterpart a journey through dimensions of light and dark, comfort and the unknown, and the world of dolls, toys and people.

Intermission (15 minutes)

Secrets of the Paving Stones (2003)

Choreographer:
 Jonathan Hollander

Composer:

 Jarek Bester & Craców Klezmer Band

Costumes:

 Aaron Mastin

Lighting:

 Barry Steele

Dancers:

 Kyla Ernst-Alper, Sean Scantlebury




 Lydia Tetzlaff or Lauren Alzamora, 




 Stevan Novakovich

The history, architecture, people, atmosphere and a particular willow tree of Kraków Poland attended the creation of this work.

Pause

Notebooks (2003) 
Choreographer:  
Jonathan Hollander
Composer:  

Frank Carlberg
Lighting:  

Barry Steele  

Dancers: 

Lauren Alzamora, Kyla Ernst-Alper, 




Stevan Novakovich, Bafana Solomon Matea,



Sean Scantlebury


Inspired by the notebooks of 20th Century French painter Georges Braque and created for Battery Dance Company’s tour of Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan

BATTERY DANCE COMPANY’s tour of Hungary is made possible through the generous support of the U.S. Embassy – Budapest, Hungarian Cultural Centre – New York, and the cordial cooperation of the National Dance Theatre of Hungary.  

BATTERY DANCE COMPANY

MISSION STATEMENT

Battery Dance Company performs on the world's stages, teaches, presents, and advocates for the field of dance. Battery Dance Company is dedicated to the pursuit of artistic excellence and the availability of the Arts to everyone. An integral part of the fabric of New York City almost three decades, Battery supports the creative process; educates children in schools; enriches the public through local programs and performances, national and international tours, and international arts exchange programs. Based in Lower Manhattan, Battery Dance Company has produced original dance works for 28 years, choreographed by its founder and artistic director Jonathan Hollander, in collaboration with a diverse array of composers and designers, and its cast of outstanding dancers. Battery's repertoire of over 50 dances reveals a wide thematic and stylistic range. Presented in New York City and on tour in the U.S. and worldwide, Battery performances are characterized by choreography and music inspired by worldwide sources, reflecting American society and its multiplicity of cultures. Musical accompaniment, often commissioned and performed live, is a hallmark of the Company. The Company is among New York City's foremost cultural ambassadors through its participation in international performing arts festivals, conferences and symposia throughout East/Central Europe, Scandinavia, North Africa, Middle East, South Asia and the Caribbean. Battery Dance Company is a community-spirited presenter of the free annual Downtown Dance Festival, introducing New Yorkers to over 150 dance companies in 22 years. Through its arts-in-education programs in New York City public schools, Battery dancers serve as teaching artists in primary, middle and high schools.  Battery facilitates in-school performances and master classes by international visiting artists, providing first-hand introductions for many city school children to the cultures of the world. In its Lower Manhattan home-base, equipped with two large studios, the Company provides subsidized rehearsal space for over 200 New York-based and visiting choreographers and dance companies each year.

BATTERY DANCE COMPANY BIOGRAPHIES

Jonathan Hollander (Artistic Director, Resident Choreographer) founded Battery Dance Company in 1976 and has choreographed over 60 works that have since been presented throughout the U.S., Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Caribbean.  His choreography has also been commissioned by dance companies in the U.S., Europe and Asia.  He has served as artist-in-residence or master teacher in India, Sri Lanka, Bermuda, Hungary, Poland and Finland, and the U.S.  He went to India in 1992 as a Fulbright lecturer, bringing his dancers with him, the first of five national tours of South Asia.  The Company has performed in 20 cities of India and Sri Lanka, and has collaborated with many of the leading dancers, choreographers and musicians of both countries.  Hollander has facilitated many U.S. tours by South Asian dance companies, has partnered with the Silesian Dance Theater since 1996, and presented U.S. debut performances of Tero Saarinen of Finland and Gerzson Kovacs of Hungary.  Hollander's work has been supported by the U.S. Department of State and U.S. Embassies, National Endowment for the Arts, and many other government and private sponsors.  In 2002, Hollander received the Silver Mask of the Silesian Dance Theatre (Poland) and was a New York Post Liberty Award Nominee.  Under Hollander’s leadership, Battery Dance Company actively supports the commissioning of new musical scores by international composers.

Lauren Alzamora made her debut with Battery Dance Company during the 2004 season, performing and teaching on tour in Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, Hungary and Poland.   She graduated from the High School Dance Program of North Carolina School of the Arts, where she had the opportunity to learn and perform works from the Balanchine repertoire from the legendary New York City Ballet dancer Melissa Hayden.   In New York, she  has  performed with Ballet Tech and is a certified Pilates instructor.

Kyla Ernst-Alper joined Battery Dance Company in January, 2003 and has performed in the Company’s 2003 Winter Season in New York, at the European Conference on Tolerance in Kraków, Poland; on tour in Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan and Hungary; and on Empower Peace’s international DVC between high school students from Bahrain, Jordan and the U.S.  Kyla has performed with Eliot Feld’s Ballet Tech for four years.  Her training embraces Katherine Dunham technique, gymnastics and a wide range of modern styles.  She is Battery Dance Company’s teaching artist at Frank Sinatra School of the Arts in New York and has taught on tour in Morocco, Tunisia, Hungary and Poland.

Bafana Solomon Matea made his Battery Dance Company debut in 2004, teaching and performing with the Company in Hungary and Poland.  He was born in South Africa where he graduated from the Pro Alphen Art School in Pretoria.  He received the Alvin Ailey South African Dance Fellowship and has been dancing and performing in New York City for the past six years.  He has danced with both Ballet Hispanico and Elisa Monte Dance.

Maurizio Nardi made his Battery Dance Company debut during the Company’s 25th Anniversary Season in 2000 and took part in the Company’s national tour of India in 2001 and Baltic Tour 2002.  He premiered a solo by Jonathan Hollander, "Divining", at the Confluence Festival in Queens, New York. He has taught for Battery Dance in New York City public schools and on BDC’s tours in Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Poland.  He has danced with Carla Fracci and Micha Van Hoecke in his native Italy.  Maurizio is also a member of the Martha Graham Dance Company. 

Stevan Novakovich joined Battery Dance for the 2004 season, and has performed and taught with the Company in Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, Hungary and Poland.  Originally from Yugoslavia, he has been granted political asylum in the U.S.  He trained at Ballet West Conservatory in Salt Lake City and earned degrees from Brigham Young University and University of Utah and danced with Ballet West Company.  He was a member of the Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company and performed at the 2002 Winter Cultural Olympics in Salt Lake City; and has been a guest artist with Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company and New York City Opera in New York.  

Sean Scantlebury joined Battery Dance Company in 2003.  At the age of 8 he was invited to enter the New York City Public School for Dance operated by Eliot Feld’s Ballet Tech.  He became a member of Ballet Tech, performing in the Company’s Joyce Theater seasons for 10 years.  He took part in Battery Dance Company’s residency in Kraków, Poland, in September 2003, performing for the European Conference on Tolerance and the Scena Tanca Wspolczesnego, and teaching master classes for Volt Studio in Warsaw and Aqua Park Studio in Kraków.  He is teaching elementary and high school children in New York City public schools through Battery Dance Company’s dance-in-schools program.

Lydia Tetzlaff made her debut with Battery Dance Company during the Winter Season 2003 in New York and has performed and toured with the Company in Hungary, Poland, Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan.  She performed in three seasons at the Joyce Theater in New York City with Ballet Tech and has also been a member of the Alabama Ballet and Southern Danceworks.  She has taught at Peridance in New York, at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, the Children’s Dance Foundation of Alabama and in Battery Dance Company’s community dance program in Battery Park City.

Barry Steele (Lighting Designer) has created the lighting for many of Battery Dance Company's productions in the U.S., Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, India, Finland, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria and Slovenia since 1996.  He designed Battery's production in collaboration with Anjali Dance Center for the Miller Theater in Houston.  He has also designed the lighting for opera and theater companies in the U.S. and France.

Mike Riggs (Lighting Supervisor)works in theater, opera and dance. He has worked with Battery Dance Company in New York at the launch of Wall Street Rising after 9/11; at Kresge Theater in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and at Battery's Downtown Dance Festival. New York theater projects include Look Back In Anger, Manifest, Klytaemnestra's Unmentionables, The Country Girl, Miss Julie and the Oresteia. In dance, Mike designed lighting for the national tour of Srishti, a dance-theater event based on Hindu creation myths; the multimedia dance event The AVA Project; and the US premiere of Czech composer Michel Vich's Opera La Serra. He made his London debut this season with Sara Pearson/Patrik Widrig & Co. in The Return of Lot's Wife, previously seen at the Kennedy Center and the Bates Dance Festival. He was resident lighting designer at the Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival for four seasons, and he is currently lighting supervisor for Momix Dance Theater. Mike is a founding member of the classical theater company One Year Lease, which has presented his work in New York, Athens and Milan.    

