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English teachers from primary, secondary and tertiary the level in the Balkans participate in

ELF presenter Ms. Cindy Rauth's lively workshop on 'Successful Speaking Activities in the EFL Classroom'.
RELO Budapest Gives Boost to Direct Intercultural Communication and the Exchange of Current English Teaching Ideas in the Balkans
In support of promoting regional stability, democratization, and cross-cultural cooperation, the Regional English Language Office in Budapest encouraged and sponsored ten of its English Language Fellows (ELFs) from Albania, Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, and Serbia-Montenegro and a number of their host country counterparts to attend and deliver presentations at the 2nd International Conference of the Serbian English Language Teachers' Association (ELTA) in Belgrade, Serbia-Montenegro, May 21-22, 2004.  Over 300 teachers participated in the conference.  The ELFs and their counterparts delivered well-attended workshops and sessions that received enthusiastic praise from teacher participants from across the region.  In addition to providing opportunities for professional growth for the presenters and audiences alike, it was good to see participants from across the region interacting informally during the breaks.  Albanians, Serbs, Hungarians, Macedonians, etc. took advantage of the opportunity of being together to share personal and professional experiences and ideas.   This was clearly a sight to be remembered and further encouraged.

Results:  Building on common democratic values and professional interests both in and outside conference sessions, the ELFs significantly contributed to the quality of the conference through their insights on current trends in the field of English teaching methodologies.  In addition, they provided a wide range of opportunities to advance the introduction of democratic practices through progressive English teaching methods.  The effort helped advance meaningful and mutually beneficial interpersonal communication and professional network building among participants from across Southeast Europe.  The Conference received substantive coverage, particularly in the print media.  In cooperation with other Posts in its region, RELO Budapest will continue its strong support for such regional events.
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