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Practising English teachers from primary, secondary and tertiary education sectors in Serbia attentively

listen to Albanian presenter Ms. Eliona Balilaj's workshop on 'The Learner as a Resource'.
Albanians and Serbs find common ground via English Language Programming:
In support of the use of English teaching and to foster cross-cultural communication throughout the region, RELO-Budapest and the Senior ELF in Tirana organized and supported the participation of five Albanian instructors to attend and give presentations at the 2nd International Conference of the Serbian English Language Teachers' Association (ELTA) in Belgrade, Serbia-Montenegro, May 21-22, 2004.  The high-quality Albanian presentations attracted fifty participants, the overwhelming majority of whom were Serbian.  The workshops, focusing on the language learner as a resource and aspects of the teacher-learner relationship,  were warmly welcomed by the audience.  These sessions provided opportunities for Albanian and Serbian professionals to share ideas and exchange experiences in and outside of the workshops.  The Albanian presence also offered a wealth of opportunities for cross-cultural communication and interaction that could contribute to closer contacts between the two communities and prevent future tensions and misunderstandings. 

Results: Thanks to RELO Budapest's continued support and ELF Peter Quamo's dedication, the Albanian instructors were able to actively engage in the meaningful exchange of teaching ideas that cut across borders.  The presenters also gained self-confidence in public speaking and they were successful in providing their international audiences with a clear picture of developments in the Albanian educational arena.  Based on the success of this recent endeavor, RELO Budapest expects Albanian presenters and their Serbian colleagues to establish and maintain lasting inter-institution relationships.
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