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Specialist Joseph James Darby provides written feedback to Language and Law Institute participants during a session in Budapest, January 20, 2004

Law, Language and Links in Central and Southeast Europe

English language classes in law schools offer a forum for nurturing understandings of the American legal system and the principles and practices of societies based on rule of law to future generations of lawyers, judges and other legal professionals.   Such classes frequently function simultaneously as English for Special Purposes (Law) and Introduction to Anglo-American law courses.   From January 19-23, English Language Specialist Joseph James Darby,  a Professor of Law from the University of San Diego, conducted a 30 hour course in Budapest for 21 professors and instructors from faculties of law from 12 Central and Southeastern European countries.   This diverse group included linguists with extensive experience in teaching legal materials and law scholars with interests and responsibilities in teaching legal registers of English.    Dr. Darby, who specializes in International Comparative Law, has taught law courses throughout Europe and also has experience in teaching foreign languages (Russian and German).  He was ideally qualified to address the subject area and specialized language concerns and interests of the group.   The institute included sessions on U.S. legal education, constitutional law, common vs. civil law, criminal procedures, comparative law, approaches to case studies and seminal Supreme Court cases.    Sr. English Language Fellow Byrne Brewerton also provided sessions on the use of precedents in American law.   Participants raved about the course and Dr. Darby’s ability to relate aspects of the American legal system to those found in Europe.  In addition, participants found that the contacts they made among themselves and the sharing of information, instructional materials and experiences invaluable.   All participants said that this first language and law institute should not be the last and requested follow-up institutes along similar lines. 

            RESULTS:  Professors and instructors from 20 different law schools are now better qualified to portray and explain important aspects of the American legal system, the language of legal documents and specialized terms and concepts to their students and relate them to their own legal systems.   A network of English language and law specialists from across Southeast and Central Europe has been formed, thereby increasing the chances of future cooperation. 

