Developing Collaborative Communities in Albania:
After generations of living in a society marred by its isolation from the rest of the world,

distrust and fear, some communities in Albania are opening up and re-defining themselves and their relations with others.  English teachers are at the forefront of this movement and providing a model for others to consider.  Senior English Language Fellow Peter Quamo has, through his work with teachers, played an instrumental role in the process.  Over the past few months, he has been providing technical assistance and professional support to a group of English teachers, inspectors and other Ministry of Education officials in developing and piloting an in-service teacher certification program designed to improve the quality of English teaching nationwide.  In order to achieve their goals, those involved had to learn to work out their differences, find common ground and develop mutually beneficial collaborative relations.  Mr. Quamo has skillfully helped assuage the distrust and patiently nurtured an environment of cooperation and empathy.  Similarly, through his work with Albania's English Language Teaching Association, Mr. Quamo has helped that organization open up, link itself with its sister organizations throughout the region and set the foundations for a professional organization that addresses the needs and interests of its members.  Mr. Quamo's legacy in Albania will include an in-service teacher certification course, a functioning teacher's association and communities of professionals who can work together to implement the course and association's mission.

