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The most prestigious and important professional event in applied linguistics is the annual AAAL Conference. This year I had a great opportunity to participate in the conference, meet colleagues not only from the U. S. A. but also from all over the world. 

The presentations and informal discussions provided all participants with first hand information on recent developments in the field, as well as an opportunity to share views, meet scholars, publishers, journal editors, and browse recent publications. 

It was a pleasure to meet colleagues who have been to Hungary or are planning to come. Of special importance were meetings with Claire Kramsch, Mary McGroarty, Kathleen Bardovi-Harlig, Hungarians now teaching and publishing abroad (Zoltán Dörnyei, Enikő Csomay), and a Fulbright Professor to Hungary in the early 1990s (Patricia Rounds).

The event was unique, as AAAL has grown in recent years. This year the event attracted many more participants than in previous years and offered about 500 presentations. The only drawback was that it was extremely hard to decide what to choose from the program. 

I managed to go to the most important presentations where I could collect information and materials not only for my own research but also for my colleagues and students. Also, as a number of new journals have been launched, they may provide opportunities for publishing research conducted in Hungary.

As a special treat I bought some new books and leafed through several new publications we will order through the University of Pecs.

On the last day of the conference I chaired an afternoon session between 2 and 5. The talks focused on writing and motivation and attracted quite a few people.

On the whole, it was a fruitful and useful event, as I have made new contacts, met earlier ones, and updated myself on the hottest issues in applied linguistics. Now I have food for thought for a while.

Hereby I would like to thank the Public Affairs Office of the American Embassy in Budapest for the generous assistance award without which my participation would not have been possible.

Marianne Nikolov 

University of Pécs

Date: May 11, 2004
