Synergetic Cross Cultural Communication in Albania

Meaningful exchanges of information and open communication about topics and concerns of mutual interest are the nuts and bolts of what exchange programs are all about.  English Language Fellow Andy Halvorsen at the Polytechnic University in Tirana Albania has, in collaboration with the local Peace Corps office, developed and implemented an internet based exchange program between English learners at the Polytechnic and future Peace Corps volunteers who have been assigned to Albania and will arrive later in the year.  Because many of the Albanian students had never used the Internet before, Halvorsen has had to support and guide them through the process of opening an account, using the account and navigating through the Internet.  The future Peace Corps volunteers, anxious to learn as much as possible about Albania, are peppering the Polytechnic students with a variety of questions.  In turn, the Albanian students are making the most of their new on-line friends not only to practice their English but also to learn about life and education in the United States.  This initiative illustrates a low-cost but highly effective way of linking young people from the two societies and enhancing cross-cultural communication and understanding.  Halvorsen has been invited to assist the Peace Corps in their orientation and training program for newly arrived volunteers.   

