CE Fellow Bios

2003-2004
Byrne Brewerton

Byrne Brewerton is a Senior Fellow assigned to work with the four Faculties of Law in Serbia. He is in his second year.  While in Serbia he has been training teachers, helping professors prepare scholarly articles, giving legal writing workshops, editing English versions of legislation, and advising on curriculum and program structure.  Presently, he is helping the legal English lecturers develop a legal English textbook suitable for the Balkans.  Before coming to Serbia, he taught in southern California for five years, Japan for two years, and the United Arab Emirates for four years. 

Sara Buckingham

I am Sara Buckingham, the English Language Fellow in Osijek, Croatia. My teaching responsibilities include teaching American Culture to third and  fourth year English majors, English language practice to fourth year English  majors, and Speaking and Conversation to third and fourth year university  students studying to become elementary school teachers. Beyond the classroom, I visit local schools to give presentations about the United  States, give workshops to the local English language teaching association, 

and have been working to develop a materials library with the heads of the  university departments in which I teach. Since arriving in Croatia, I have also been learning about the local customs and traditions in Osijek and have enjoyed learning about Croatia and its people.

Nina Chang

My name is Nina Chang, the Fellow from Veliko Turnovo, Bulgaria. I am  greatly enjoying the rustic charm of Bulgaria and shamelessly indulging in the all the great food here.  Being from California, I am not used to a real winter and that’s been the only cause of sorrow and pain. However, I am well adjusting to the new environment and looking forward to completing a fulfilling year. I am teaching 6 composition classes which means a lot of papers to grade and not much time for anything else. For the upcoming semester, I am hoping to develop a curriculum on writing research papers incorporating the use of electronic library resources. Related to this project, I am working closely with my counterpart Maria to develop the collection at the American Corner Library and make it a real information resource center for students, teachers, and the community at large.

Andy Halvorsen

He was born and raised outside of Seattle, Washington.  I received my BA from Western Washington University and began doing  ESL work after receiving my initial TESOL certificate in 1999.  I taught for 2 years in China and returned to Seattle to do my M. Ed. in TESOL in 2001.  I taught writing and speaking classes at a Community College in  Seattle for 1.5 years while finishing my Masters degree at Seattle University.  Currently I am working at the Polytechnic University in Tirana, Albania, teaching ESP classes to university students and teaching general EFL classes to university faculty.

Bart P Kelly

Junior English Language Fellow in Montenegro.

I am working with the Institute for Foreign Languages helping the Economics Faculty with their English for Specific Purposes program. I am assisting 3rd and 4th year students with Economic English, the Economic Professors with general English, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with General, Diplomatic English. I have two degrees, one in Business and one in International Education/ESL and after being in the business sector for 5 years, I moved to Education and had been working in Poland 4 years prior to my "ELFship" teaching English to International Studies and Diplomacy students.  I am not only working on their language but also skills needed for employment in an English environment, i.e. job interview skills, presentation skills, CVs, in English and for the international community.

William Key

He has an MA in TESOL from the Monterey Institute of International Studies in Monterey, California.  He has taught in China, Nepal, Indonesia, California and Brooklyn.  Currently, he is teaching at the American University in Kosovo, working with the British Council to give trainings at the Kosovo Education Centers and is involved in the Kosovo English Teachers Association.  In his spare time, he enjoys playing the guitar.

Jen MacArthur

Jen MacArthur is a first year Jr. ELF at the University of Bucharest, Romania.  In addition to teaching an EFL course for first year English language minors, she is teaching two practical EFL methodology courses: one to third and fourth year undergraduates and one in the MA program in Applied Linguistics.  In the second semester, Jen also plans to offer an elective more closely tied to the existing teaching practicum requirement, as well as a course on children's literature.

Maureen McCarthy

I am a returning Junior Fellow at the University of Vlora, Albania.  I am 

currently teaching English Teaching Methodology  to all the fourth year 

English students and co-teaching a writing course.  This year we hope to 

cooperate with local English teachers to enhance the Methodology course and 

build cooperation among new and experienced teachers. I also began an 

English Club offering students opportunities to practice English in a social 

context.  Last year's English Club was a huge success with turnouts as large 

as forty students playing English games, going hiking, or out for a coffee.

I received my Masters degree in ELT from the School for International 

Training in 2001.  Before becoming an English Language Fellow I was an ESL 

teacher in Massachusetts for two years.  I have also taught English in 

Taiwan and Mexico.

Charlotte Ozuna

Charlotte Ozuna is Business English Language Instructor in the Faculty of Economics at the University of Belgrade in Serbia.  Her responsibilities include facilitating conversation classes revolving around economic and business issues.

Corliss Payne

Corliss Payne has been a teacher for many years.  She began teaching in elementary school and later taught in the middle school gifted classroom.  In 1994 she taught in Ankara, Turkey as a Fulbright Exchange Teacher.  On her return to the US she became an Illinois certified ESL teacher and later retired from public school teaching to get a Masters in Applied Linguists/TESOL.  She has taught ESL at the community college level and as an English Language Fellow in Azerbaijan, Mexico and now in Kosova.

I enjoy teaching students and teachers.

Peter Quamo

After graduating with a BA in History I spent the next 10 years teaching in various contexts in Asia and the U.S.  I then took some time off to get a MA in Teaching from the School for International Training in 1994.  I subsequently worked with public school teachers in Prague, served a Teaching Fellowship at USIS Rangoon, Burma and then became Director of the Public Affairs teaching program, also in Burma.  I'm currently coordinating a national certification project for English teachers for the Ministry of Education in Tirana, Albania.

Cindy Rauth

Junior ELF, second year as a Lecturer at the English Department, University of Montenegro, Niksic.  This year, she is teaching a practical seminar course in Methodology for fourth year English students.  In addition to teaching the seminar, she is responsible for coordinating teaching observations and practice teaching opportunities for students in primary and secondary schools in the region, observing student teachers, and 

organizing and conducting practical teaching exams in schools.   She is also teaching advanced academic writing and speaking to third year students.

Barbara Reynolds

I am a Sr. EL Fellow in Romania. I am from Vermont and I hold a Master's degree in Education from St. Michael's College. I have been a teacher for 18 years. I've been teaching internationally for 8 years and another 9 years in public schools in Vermont. I've taught English as a Second Language, Special Education K-12, and Elementary Education. I've also taught at the college level in the above mentioned areas. I have taught at international schools in Greece, Sri Lanka, Colombia, China and the US. I am currently in Romania training teachers in English teaching methodologies. I am also visiting participants schools where I am conducting demonstration lessons in the communicative approach of English language teaching. Clearly I enjoy traveling, gardening, tennis, hiking and cooking. I'm married and have a 19 year old son.

 

Kenneth B. Samuels

I am a Junior Fellow.  I recently finished an MA in TESOL at Alliant International University in San Diego, CA.  I’ve lived several years in Germany, and studied numerous fields including some economics.  In Tirana, Albania, I’m assigned to the Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Trade to teach English to professionals and other staff.  The ministry has 18 directors for whose staffs I will set up a program for English for special

purposes (ESP).  The language skills covered are mostly to be intermediate listening and speaking, and advanced writing, and the content business and economics English.

Monica Slotwinski

Monica Slotwinski holds a MA in TESOL from American University in Washington, D.C. and a BA in International Studies from DePaul University in Chicago, IL.  She is a Junior Fellow in Macedonia teaching judges and prosecutors.  Currently she is teaching beginning and intermediate courses in Skopje, Tetovo, and Kumanovo.  She is looking forward to spending the second half of the year in Bitola.  In her free time, Monica enjoys traveling and is looking forward to exploring the Balkans.

Reevan Trupin

Reevan Trupin is one of the three English Language Fellows stationed in Kosovo. He has been placed in Prizren at Pristina University's Faculty of Education.  Reevan is currently training second and third year students to be English teachers at the upper primary and lower secondary school levels. The courses also concentrate on improving their English level through a content based approach.  He is also going to organize regional teachers meetings at the Kosovo Education Center in Prizren.  Reevan holds a BA in Music and an MA in Applied Linguistics from the University of Liverpool.

Ellen Tveit 

I am teaching three 10-week sessions for the Latvian Judicial Training Centre (in Riga, and Jelgava, then in Liepaja). The Training Centre aims to improve the professionalism of the Latvian judiciary generally, including bringing up the level of English among judges so that they will be able to: read E.U. decisions and directives, as well as other legal texts; communicate with their counterparts in other E.U. countries; and attend training sessions offered in English. Since my students range from near-absolute beginners to intermediate level, I have been teaching a mix of conversational English and legal English.

Ben White

Ben White works within the English Department at the University of Rijeka, Croatia.  His current courses include Phonology/Phonetics, Academic Writing,  Presentation Skills, and Methodology, which he is teaching with Irena Vodopija-Krstanovic.  He and Irena

are undertaking an action research project in which they are examining the dynamic of native teacher and native English speaking teacher in a team-teaching construct.  Ben holds an M.Ed. from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and has experience teaching in the Czech Republic, New England, and Spain, where he also worked as a teacher trainer.  He holds a strong interest in SLA and hopes to do a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics.

