                                                 Professional Teacher Development 

                                                    in the New Millennium

Day 1: Saturday, June 12

08:30 – 09:30                      Conference Registration

10:00 – 11:00                      Opening Remarks (Room 1)

                                                           Ludmilla Stefani, ELTA President

                                                           Representative of the Ministry of Education

                                                           Dr.Vilma Tafani Dean of Faculty of Modern Languages, “Alexsander Xhuvani” 

                                                           Brian Shott, Assistant Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy, Tirana

                                                           Joan Barry, Director of British Council, Tirana

                                             Plenary (Room 1)

                                                 Dr. Zoltán Poór, University of Veszprém, Hungary
11:00 – 11:30                        Coffee Break (café & garden)

11:30 – 12:30                        Session 1 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

12:30 – 13:45                        Buffet Lunch (café & garden)

14:00 – 15:00                        Session 2 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

15:15 – 16:15                        Session 3 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

16:15 – 16:45                        Coffee Break (café & garden)

16:45 – 17:45                        Session 4 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

18:00 – 18:15                        U.S. Peace Corps Information Session (Room 1)

18:15 – 19:30                        ELTA Annual Report & Elections (Room 1)

20:00 – 23:00                        Conference Dinner & Social Events (Skampa Hotel)

Day 2: Sunday, June 13

09:00 – 10:00                       Session 5 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

10:15 – 11:15                       Session 6 workshops (Rooms 1-4)

11:15 – 12:00                       Raffle & Closing Remarks (Room 1)

                                             Bollokume

                                                           Saturday, June 12

Opening Remarks & Plenary  10:00 – 11:00
Changing Roles of Teachers and Learners in Contemporary Language Education                                   Room 1

Dr. Zoltán Poór 

University of Veszprém, Hungary

This presentation will focus on various contemporary challenges teachers face: quality-management, supporting learner autonomy and co-operative learning, cross-curricular initiatives, multicultural co-operation, etc. All these issues will be discussed from the point of view of teacher development.

Session 1 workshops 11:30 – 12:30

Bringing Media into the Classroom                                                                                                            Room 1
Dr. Vilma Tafani 

“A. Xhuvani” University, Elbasan

Media is a pervasive and persuasive influence so why not explore its uses in the classroom? This workshop focuses on types of media (print, audio-visual, on-line), the importance and challenge of introducing it in the classroom, and activities available to the teacher using media-based material.
Presentation of Baseline Study: A General Description of the Research                                                    Room 2

Semiha Molla                                                                                                                                               (11:30 – 12:00)

Professional Foreign Language Center, Tirana

English Language Education in Albania: A general outline of this study and its outcomes carried out by the English teachers of Albania, initiated and funded by the British Council, Albania and supported by the Ministry of Education.

Ways and Forms in Teaching Vocabulary                                                                                                   Room 2

Katina Drenova – Professor of Methodology (retired)                                                                                 (12:00 – 12:30)

University of Tirana

The learning of vocabulary is an often overlooked element of second language learning; many teachers preferring to concentrate on grammar and leaving vocabulary development up to the individual initiative of the learner.  This workshop will demonstrate the importance of vocabulary development and how it may best be taught in the language classroom.

Advantages and Challenges of Roleplay                                                                                                     Room 3
Sonila Tanku 

“Xhaferr Kongoli"School, Elbasan

Role-play is a vital part of any language course. When the pupils take 'a role' they play a part in a certain situation in a safe environment where they can be as inventive and playful as possible. Why and how learners can explore real-life language through role play will be illustrated through concrete activities.
Using Stories for Classroom Activities                                                                                                       Room 4

Bledar Vrapi 

Foreign Language Centre, Tradoc Command Tirana

This workshop will look at different ways of using stories for miscellaneous classroom activities. We will also examine concrete examples of stories and activities that can be produced through those stories. Attendees are expected to be active and participate.

Session 2 workshops 14:00 – 15:00
Conceptualizing the “Shape” of the Lesson: The Logistics Of Learning                                                  Room 1
Dominik Lukeš 

U.S. Peace Corps, Albania

Teachers often wonder about how their lessons should be structured. Many simply open the textbook and follow the exercises, others try to faithfully follow the model of Presentation, Practice, Production in every lesson they teach. This workshop will present several different perspectives on lesson structure and allow participants to test their suitability to the Albanian classroom.
Having Fun with Writing                                                                                                                            Room 2
Maureen McCarthy - U.S. English Language Fellow
English Faculty, University of Vlora

This workshop will examine various ways to teach writing.  It will include some ideas used in a university setting based on the premise that to become a good writer one needs to write a lot. Free writing, poetry and creative writing will be practiced in this workshop.
Making Good Use of Your Assets!                                                                                                             Room 3
Sheilagh Neilson 

British Council, Bulgaria
Do you want to practice your pronunciation? Get rid of a few aches and pains? Show your colleagues how to act a little? Then come along to a practical, interactive workshop that will tell you a little more about the 'how' and 'why' of looking after one of your best assets- your VOICE!

New Approaches in Teaching English to Young Learners                                                                         Room 4

Dr. Zoltán Poór 

University of Veszprém, Hungary

In this workshop participants will be invited to have a ‘hands on experience’ and look into new approaches for teaching English to young (6-12 year old) learners. The integration of the content and methodology of various learning areas (i.e. subjects) and language teaching (cross-curricular approach) will be introduced. Story-based and project-oriented approaches will also be presented promoting web-based language learning. 

Session 3 workshops 15:15 – 16:15

Communication in School                                                                                                                           Room 1

Natasha Azisllari 

Foreign Language Centre - Tradoc Command, Tirana

This presentation will examine the following aspects of communication: Communication as part of managing people; ways of communication; managing meetings; body language as a way of communication; impact of communication in running an institution.

Nobody is Right or Wrong                                                                                                                          Room 2
Fitore Sulejmani 

Foreign Language School, Berat

This is an interactive workshop where participants will be led towards taking sides on controversial issues where nobody is right or wrong. This learning approach prepares students to be active participants in society by promoting critical thinking, decision making and problem solving skills.
“Text Easification”                                                                                                                                      Room 3
Shpresa Kokushta & Flora Gaba 

Foreign Language Centre - Tradoc Command, Tirana

“Text easification” - an interesting way of dealing with written texts. This workshop will focus on why, how and what to “easify”; a little theory and samples of “easified texts” will be given. Come and join us! It is a chance to share experiences and learn by doing.

Concrete Abstracts                                                                                                                                      Room 4

Serenela Ngjela 

Ymer Dishnica High School, Korce

If you’ve had a tiring day this is the time to relax.  In this workshop you are going to share your opinions on topics which on the surface seem abstract but each of us knows are concrete in a classroom or in an English language club. Great men of great thought - Cicero, Einstein, Jung - will be our companions in making English more fun and colorful.
Session 4 workshops 16:45 – 17:45

Journaling to Fluency: Journal Activities to Develop Language Fluency                                                  Room 1
Cindy Rauth - U.S. English Language Fellow

Faculty of Philosophy, University of Montenegro, Niksic

The goal of the workshop is to present several ways in which journals can be used to develop students' fluency.  Participants will examine journal activities that can be used to enhance students' reading comprehension and critical thinking skills as well as improve their written fluency.
Cooperative Education in the EFL Classroom                                                                                            Room 2
Dr. Andrew Gridinsky

Prishtina University, Kosovo
This workshop focuses on the use of group-work in the learning process. Participants will explore ways in which group work can be utilized in the areas of student-learning and student self-assessment.  During this workshop participants will explore ways in which they can use small groups within their own classrooms.
Distance Learning: A New Approach to Teacher Development                                                                Room 3
Ejup Ramadani

Secondary Alaudin Medresa, Kosovo

In this presentation I will share with participants my experience with a British Council ELT distance learning program in Ankara, Turkey. We will look at how such a program works and the impact of distance learning on teacher development.
The Student is the Textbook                                                                                                                       Room 4
Dr. Craig Dicker

Office of English Language Programs, U.S. Department of State, Hungary

In many contexts, teachers treat the textbook as if it were holy scripture; some feel they have to rigidly follow their textbooks.  However, teaching a textbook and teaching a language like English is not necessarily the same thing.  This presentation is a plea to teachers to re-focus their attention away from the text and on to their students.
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Session 5 workshops 09:00 – 10:00
What is the English Language Teaching Contact Scheme                                                                        Room 1

Dr. Zoltán Poór                                                                                                                                           (9:00 – 9:30)

University of Veszprém, Hungary

The English Language Teachers Contact Scheme has been set up by the British Council to promote the communication and co-operation of fellow “TEFLers” all round the world. This short presentation will give an introduction to the mission of ELTeCS, the ethos of its operations and the projects supported by the scheme.

European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML): Innovative Approaches in Language Education       Room 1

Dr. Zoltán Poór                                                                                                                                           (9:30 – 10:00)

University of Veszprém, Hungary
The European Centre of Modern Languages,  an institution of the Council of Europe set up in Graz, Austria, operates on the basis of an enlarged partial agreement signed by 33 member states of the Council of Europe which includes Albania. This presentation will provide the audience with a historic overview of the past ten years of the ECML and introduce some of the projects of the new medium term programme. The intention of the presenter is to help ‘ordinary’ teachers understand how they can contribute and benefit from the work of the ECML.

Influencing Process and Outcome: The Learner as Resource                                                                    Room 2
Eliona Balilaj

Foreign Language Centre - Tradoc Command, Tirana

The learner is often overlooked as the most valuable resource available to the teacher.  Learner passivity and non-engagement often lead to an undesirable learning environment.  This workshop will explore how to more actively engage students in the learning process thus assuring a more positive learning outcome.
Hallowe'en: A Special Party                                                                                                                       Room 3

Holta Trandafili & Elida Jashari 

“Ismail Qemaili”, University, Vlora

Students find it interesting to learn about other cultures. This workshop will demonstrate through activities the special day of Halloween. Students will learn  and utilize new vocabulary through different games and activities. The presentation will cover activities used at both the beginner and intermediate levels.

effective Writing Tasks in the EFL Classroom                                                                                         Room 4
Antonela Pero

New York University, Tirana

Writing tasks in the EFL classroom pose a number of challenges in terms of student involvement, teacher decision-making and error correction strategies. However, if we share the best practices in our context, discuss methods of writing research, and focus on writing as a process rather than a product we may be able to create more useful, effective, and motivating writing lessons.
Session 6 workshops 10:15 – 11:15
Teaching Idioms and Slang                                                                                                                        Room 1
Charlotte Ozuna - U.S. English Language Fellow

Faculty of Economics, University of Belgrade, Serbia

After an English language learner has acquired proficient reading, writing, and speaking skills that does not necessarily mean that they will have a complete understanding of English.  Native English speakers unintentionally use idioms and slang in everyday speech which is not always familiar to L2 learners.  Thus this presentation will raise awareness to the instruction of idioms and slang for the further understanding of the English language.
Using Role-Play in the Classroom                                                                                                             Room 2
Andy Halvorsen - U.S. English Language Fellow

Faculty of Engineering, Polytechnic University, Tirana

This presentation will attempt to explore how the valuable tool of role-play can be fully developed and utilized in the ELT classroom.  Role-play will be defined and its pedagogical value briefly analyzed, but the core of the presentation will be given over to a step-by-step demonstration of how existing class materials can be modified and expanded to accommodate the role-play method.
Should the Native English Teacher Be Expected to Emphasize Speaking?                                              Room 3
Kenneth Samuels - U.S. English Language Fellow

Ministry of Economy, Tirana

A shift in emphasis from workplace ESP to beginner-intermediate level speaking skills raises questions as to how best teach language. Students at this level often focus on speaking skills because their teacher is a native speaker. Is this emphasis justified however? Outcomes with different student backgrounds and teaching approaches will be examined in this workshop.
Looking at Oral Feedback: A View from the Other Side                                                                           Room 4
Peter Quamo - U.S. English Language Fellow

Ministry of Education, Tirana

Teachers often correct students without realizing how and why they do so. This interactive workshop will provide participants with an opportunity to explore the process of feedback from the perspective not only of the teacher but also that of the learner.

